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relations of sex, as to mode of life, as to questions
of organisation and government, and as to the forms
of possession of goods and land. The worshippers
of the new god thought themselves reformers, and
often were so. The worshippers of the old gods
looked upon the supporters of their rivals as athe-
ists (just as the polytheists on the shores of the
Mediterranean called the Christians atheists). But
they were not in any case atheists, nor were they
the founders of a new era, that was to last and to
cure all woes. They only registered a new stage in
the progress of thought, which (in this matter as in
others) has, in the historic sense, an evolution of its
own, independent of the men in whose brain the
thought takes shape, and following (in all times and
countries) precisely similar lines.

Many such changes had taken place in Indian
spirit beliefs before the time of the oldest records
that have come down to us. These show a very
advanced stage in the ancient soul-theory. And
there are no older records of its development along
this particular line. The Akkadian records, it is
true, go much farther back, and they have many
points of analogy which seem to supply the actual
historical origin of several later Hindu beliefs. But
this Is only because those beliefs have been incor-
porated into orthodox Hinduism from the descend-